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Firm in suit against FirstEnergy 

has high-profile, \Ninning record 

CHESTER - The law firm hired by a group of Lawrenceville residents to 

represent them in their lawsuit against FirstEnergy Corp. has a track 

record of winning high-profile environmental cases. 

Kennedy & Madonna LLP, based in Hurley, N.Y., last litigated a major 

West Virginia environmental case in 2007, when it won a $381 million jury 

verdict against the DuPont Co. - a decision that was upheld on appeal. 

The law firm is comprised of Robert F. Kennedy Jr., son of the late Sen. 

Robert F. Kennedy, and his partner, Kevin J. Madonna. Kennedy is 

recognized as one of the country's foremost authorities on environmental 

law. 

"We represent a broad range of communities. There's really no average 

community . ... Every case is different," Madonna said. 
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A group of Lawrenceville residents filed the lawsuit a week ago in U.S. 

District Court in Wheeling, accusing FirstEnergy of negligence and gross 

negligence in its maintenance of the Little Blue Run coal ash 

impoundment. 

FirstEnergy has been using the impoundment, which straddles the West 

Virginia-Pennsylvania line, since the mid-197os for the disposal of coal ash 

byproduct material from the coal-fired Bruce Mansfield Plant in 

Shippingport, Pa. The 976-acre impoundment sits on 1,700 acres owned by 

FirstEnergy. 

Coal ash waste results when scrubber technology is used to remove sulfur 

dioxide from coal emissions. The coal ash is mixed with lime and other 

materials, thickened into a slurry and sent through a seven-mile, 

underground pipeline to the unlined impoundment, where it is stored for 

an indefinite period of time. 

Over the years, neighbors of Little Blue Run have complained of adverse 

health effects they attribute to the seepage of toxic chemicals into the 

groundwater surrounding the impoundment - seepage that has been 

documented by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 

and monitoring stations installed by FirstEnergy. 

Now, 53 Lawrenceville residents are claiming damage to their property 

values by the residual effects of FirstEnergy's coal ash disposal practices. 

Specifically, the lawsuit says the plaintiffs' properties have been 

"inundated with water via seeps from the impoundment," creating 

constantly wet conditions in the yards, causing the foundations to shift and 

producing mold. 

Although Madonna has negotiated the sale of more than a dozen 

Lawrenceville homes to FirstEnergy, most residents there feel stuck with 

their properties, he said. 

"Real estate agents won't even list the properties," Madonna said. "People's 

property values have been devastated ... so they deserve to be 

compensated." 
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